
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District:

September is the month that marks Labour Day.  With that, we are reminded that our
labours are commencing for the upcoming Masonic year; although, we should be mindful
that our labours never really cease. We should not restrict our efforts to our Lodge room;
whether at an Installation, Official Visit, or conducting degree work.  Our Masonic
labours should continue outside of the Lodge and throughout the entire year. As Masons,
we are very fortunate that we have been equipped with the tools to continue improving
ourselves; so that we may be enabled to set an example for others and ultimately become
someone whom others seek to emulate. Our goal as a Masons should be improve our
society, leading by exemplary character and conduct taught to us within the confines of
the Lodge room. By choosing to join our great Order, we have all undertaken to live in
such a manner as to be good citizens and to exemplify those virtues that fulfill our motto
of “making good men better.”

Your Toronto East District Trestle Board is now available. Some of you may have
received it through electronic mail, or from our District Website. We have also delivered
hard copies to the Master, or Secretary of your Lodge for distribution at your first
meeting. The Trestle Board is your calendar and reference of events and contacts for this
Masonic year in Toronto East District and beyond.  It contains useful information you
will need to complete your own personal calendar and I urge you to give it due
consideration in planning your Masonic labours. You will find listed the dates of
Installations and Official Visits of our District Lodges as well the dates of the receptions,
events, workshops and seminars in the District.  The names and contact information of
the District Committee Chairman are also listed therein. 

I feel that we have assembled an outstanding team of District Chairmen and Committee
Members. Please give them your full support as they introduce their programs and
engage their duties throughout the coming year. District Chairmen apply a lot of time,
effort and expertise into preparing and presenting programs that will enhance your
Masonic journey. I urge you to attend as many District workshops, seminars and events
as you are able and feel free to contact the Chairmen to seek guidance on any particular
subject that may interest you.  These brethren seek to enhance your understanding of
what Masonry has to offer and enable you to appreciate fully that “Freemasonry is a way
of life.” I trust you will do your best to attend, that their labors are not in vain.  Consider
also that as you advance in your Masonic career, you may one day become the Chairman
of a Lodge or District Committee.  By attending District Workshops and Seminars, you
will not only gain knowledge, but will also prepare yourself for the day when you are
assuming the responsibility of leading future Masons.

I am pleased to announce the Toronto East District Charity for this year will be
Supporting Local Masonic Youth Initiatives, with particular emphasis on the efforts of
Toronto Assembly No. 2, of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls and Horace
Mundy Chapter, of the Order of DeMolay.  These groups are the future of Masonry and a
source of future leaders of the Craft and our community.  It is fitting that we support
them as they undertake their own Masonic journeys and assist them during their



development, so they know we are there for them.  It is imperative that we do not let
them down during this critical time in their lives. The young men from the Order of
DeMolay may very well become future Masons.  The young ladies of the Rainbow Girls
may very well join the Eastern Star.  In addition these youth are also acquainted with
other fine, upstanding young men and women who seek leadership opportunities.  They
will likely refer these friends to consider joining Masonry and the Eastern Star, based
upon their own favourable opinions of the Craft.  All of this can be garnered by our
example of support and guidance.

I invite you to attend the meetings of the local DeMolay Chapter or Rainbow Assembly.
You'll be quite impressed with the excellence of the work and the pride demonstrated by
the members and officers in delivering it. You will also be interested to note the manner
in which these youth are taught ethics, integrity, duty, honour, self-respect and spiritual
growth that empower them to become the leaders of their generation.  It is both
interesting and inspirational to see threads of Masonic teaching within their own ritual
work.  These young people are our future leaders.  Dates and times of their meetings are
listed in our Trestle Board.  Let us support our Masonic Youth and bear in mind that our
investment in the youth of today will pay dividends in the future.  Our Charity Project
Chairman, W. Bro. Malcolm J. Parrish will have more to say on this matter as we
introduce the District Charity Fund Raising efforts planned for this year.

I remind you that we begin our Masonic year with our first District Installation at
Coronati Lodge on Thursday, September 8 . This is followed shortly by Installations atth

Acacia Lodge on Monday, September 19  and Riverdale-John Ross Robertson Lodge onth

Tuesday, September 20 .  Please mark these dates in your calendars and endeavor toth

attend as many as you are able, so that we may show our support for our brethren and
foster our strong fraternal bonds. After our summer hiatus, these meetings offer us an
excellent opportunity to be reacquainted.  Please also make plans to attend the many
upcoming receptions and workshops planned for the fall.  You will also find these listed
on the Toronto East District Trestle Board and also updated on our District website:
www.torontoeastdistrict.com, managed by our Website Chairman, Bro. Michael K.
Morris, F.C.F. I look forward to greeting you once again in the coming days.

May the G.A.O.T.U. watch over you and yours and may we all strive to live up to
our obligations.

Fraternally,

R.W. Bro. Keith Jones
District Deputy Grand Master
Toronto East District

http://www.torontoeastdistrict.com
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